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Child Development

Birth Defects-Project                                                                    Due Date: ________________
Research an environmental or genetic birth defect.  You will need at least THREE references.  References may include information found on the internet, reference books, and fact sheets.  You may also use interviews and other appropriate sources.  Answer the following questions: 
1.  What is the name of the defect? Describe in detail.  
2.  What are the symptoms?  Describe in detail.
3.  What population does the defect most commonly affect (if any)? (Only males, whites, etc.?).  

      Describe in detail. 
4.  What is the cause of the defect?  (Genetic, Environmental or a combination of both) 
      Describe in detail. 


A.  If the defect is a genetic defect is it a dominant or recessive trait or is it the result of a 



mutation? (see Developing Child text p. 151)

B.  If it is an environmental defect, what conditions lead to its cause?


C.  Is it a combination of inherited and environmental conditions?  What are the 

conditions?

5.  When is the defect most commonly diagnosed? (at birth, prior to birth, or what age-be specific)      

      Describe in detail. 

6.  How is the defect most commonly diagnosed? (can you see it, is there a test for it?) Describe in detail. 

7.  How is the defect treated and who (which specialists) treats the defect?  What is the hope for a   

                  cure in the future? Describe in detail
8.  Is there any way to prevent the defect?  If so, what precautions are needed? Describe in detail
9.  Find a case study, a person’s story about having this defect.  Describe the lifestyle 
                changes and adjustments caused by this birth defect.  What is life like with this 
                birth defect for the child and the family?

10. What kind of support is available to families of a child born with this defect? Give specifics. 

       One must be located or be able to access within the Colchester Community. Describe the 

        service, what it provides and how it will be beneficial for the child, parents, family, etc. 
11. At least one additional information about the birth defect that had an impact on you.

Approved Websites – (you may use other appropriate websites but be aware that many sites are blocked at school)

Birth Defect 
Question and Reference Rubric

Name: _______________________________  Topic: ______________________

This will be used for an individual and group grade on your questions and reference page. 

Criteria: 
Research_____x 3 = ______



4



3.1




2

	Offers accurate analysis of the defect; uses three or more references; internet

resources included. MLA format Bibliography.  Insight gained through Case Study
	Relates major facts about the defect
with accuracy; uses 2 or 3 references.  Bibliography not in MLA format.  Adequate Case Study
	Provides limited facts; inaccuracies; 
uses questionable or limited

resources. No bibliography. Limited/no Case Study


Application  _____ x 3 = _____
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2


	Demonstrates in-depth understanding

of the topic;  Accurately answers all relevant questions. Bullets ideas.
	Demonstrates general understanding of the topic; answers most of the questions; some misconceptions. Uses some bullets for information, some information is written out fully
	Lacks understanding of the topic; only the most basic information included.

Many words on the slides, few bullets.


Mechanics  _____ x 2 = ______
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1

	No major errors; if spelling errors, they are in difficult words.  Proper grammar. Saved on the L: drive under Morrone
	Few errors in grammar or spelling.  Saved on the L: drive under Morrone.
	Many errors that interfere with readability or understandability. Not saved on the L: drive under Morrone.


Reference Page  _____ x 2 = ______
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2

	No major errors; if spelling errors, they are in difficult words.  Proper grammar. Proper MLA Format. Saved on the L: drive under Morrone
	Few errors in grammar or spelling.  In Reference Format with few structure errors. Saved on the L: drive under Morrone.
	Many errors that interfere with readability or understandability. Not in MLA Format or Reference Format. Not saved on the L: drive under Morrone.


Total Points __________/40    Comments: [image: image1.png]









